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Elements of Poetry Teaching

The article enlightens readers on the
basic aspects of poetry such as tone,
style, figuresof speech, itsvarioustypes
and the musical aspects like rhythm,
rhyme and rhyme schemes.

Poetry is a way to understand how
language and symbol systems work. It is a
worthy expression of emotions, deep feelings
and aesthetic sense. Poetry always teaches
specific and unusual ways of expression.
Effective poetry teaching is necessary to gain
afull understanding of the words. It improves
verbal skills and memory. It introduces to the
learners a verse writing of high quality, great
beauty, a piece of art, emotiona sensitivity,
intensity and graceful expressions. While
dealing with poetry section the teacher should
consider the important elements of poetry.
Syle:

There are different types of poems. The
difference between each type is based on the
format, rhyme scheme and subject matter.
Poetry is an art form where vast amount of
rules can and do apply, but where they are
often tweaked (broken) depending upon the
poet’s need and desires. There are different

- Shridhar Nagargoje
9423248583

types of poems. These types are based on the
style, format, tone and subject matter or the
theme. Style in poetry involves the method
which a poet uses to carry the meaning, tone
and emotions in his’lher poem. An ode or a
sonnet is aformal arrangement used more for
a serious subject (unless the poet is being
satirical). Musical device such as rhyme
scheme and rhyme are the part of a poet’'s
style. Words too, are often chosen for sounds
as well as for meaning. An essential element
IS repetition which enforce meaning while
variations invite interest.

The arrangements of words in aline as
well as the arrangement of lines in the entire
poem both contribute to poem’s style. Emily
Dickinson for instance, makes use of dashes
and capitalization as a stylistic device. Other
stylistic device the poets use are connotations
and denotations, the suggested, implied as
well as literal meanings of words.

Tone:

The tone of the poem is the attitude you
feel in it. The poet’'s attitude towards the
subject or audience/reader. The tone in a
poem of praiseis approval, in satire you feel
irony. Tone also means the general emotional
weather of the poem. It is also voice of the
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poem. Tone can be formal, informal, playful,
angry, serious or humorous. The tone of the
poem can even change throughout the poem.
Some words that can describe the mood of a
poem may be romantic, realistic, optimistic,
pessimistic, gloomy, mournful or sorrowful.
Some other words may be serious, humorous,
amused, angry, cheerful and sad. A poem of
praise conveys the tone of approval while
satirical poem conveys an ironical tone. The
other elements of tone are the mood and the
voice. It gives us insight into the poem’'s
tone. It is synonymous with the atmosphere
of the poem and the emotions and feelings
that it evokes in you. In order to properly
identify the poem'’s tone, we should consider
the poem as whole. It is better to read a
whole poem and get afeel of the all elements
of the poem. For being a good English teacher
we must know any poem with its different
aspects and implied meaning also.

Rhythm:

Every poem is blessed with an intrinsic
rhythm, based upon the way that each syllable
per lineis stressed. Many poems are arranged
as ‘meters’ containing both stressed and
unstressed syllables. We can understand both
types of the syllables when we read it with
rhythm. That's why poetry reading is totally
different from prose reading. One of the most
widely used type of meter is iambic
pentameter, whereby five sets of stressed/

unstressed syllables are used per line.
Length:

There is no limit of words, lines or
stanzas in a poem. It depends on the writing
style, format and theme, Haiku (a few words)
to epic (extremely long piece of poetry).
Punctuations:

Poems need not follow the same
punctuation rules as are used in sentences
and paragraphs of prose writing. A poet uses
his’/her own way to express his/her thoughts,
feelings, and emotions with or without
punctuations.

Rhyme Scheme:
A rhyme scheme is pattern of rhymes at
the end of each line of a poem. It is the
structure of end words and the number of
rhyme schemes used in poetry. Some of the
most popular of which include following :
a. Alternate rhyme scheme: ABAB. also
AB, CDCD, EFEF, GHGH

b. Ballad : It contains free stanzas with the
rhyme scheme of ABABBCBC followed
by BCBC.

c. Monorhyme: It isapoem in which every
line uses the same rhyme scheme.

d. Couplet. It consists of two line stanza
with the ‘AA’ rhyme scheme. It appears
as AA BB CC and DD.

e. Triplet: It often repeats like a couplet. It
uses rhyme scheme of AAA. Enclosed
rhyme: It uses rhyme scheme of ABBA
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first and fourth and second and third
lines rhyme.

Terza rima rhyme scheme: Three lines
stanza. ABA BCB CDC DED

h. Keats odes: It is specific rhyme scheme
ABABCDECDE

Limbric: A poem uses five lines with a
rhyme scheme of AABBA

Figures of speech:

A figure of speech is a word or phrase

that has a meaning other than the literal

meaning. It is the speech that goes beyond

the original literal meaning of words in order

to supply new effect or a fresh approach to

the idea or a subject.

1

Alliteration: Alliteration is the repetition
of beginning sounds of neighboring
words. EX. Or travel down the darkened
road

Anaphorac When several phrases or
verses in a poem begin with the same
word or words.

Ex. 'l came, | saw, | conquered.'

'Mad world! Mad king!

Mad composition!”

(King John I, William Shakespeare)
Assonance: It is repetition of vowel
sounds in words that are close together.
Ex. E-Therefore al seasons shall be sweet
to thee.

Euphemism: Euphemism is a mild,
indirect or vague term substituting a

10.

harsh, blunt or offensive term.
Ex. A little thin on top- instead of ‘going
bald’ Passed away - instead of ‘died’
Hyperbole: It uses exaggeration for
emphasis or effect.
Ex. And when | died, the neighbors came
And buried brother John
Irony: There is contrast between what is
said and what is meant. Appearance and
reality are different.
Ex. What a great ideal
(For foolish response)
Metaphor: It compares two unlike things
or ideas.
Ex. Theworld is a stage. Time is money
Onomatopoeia: A word describes the
sound. It gives “hands on’ feel of sounds.
Ex. Buzz, beep, click, whoosh
The bang of gun , The hiss of a snake,
The buzz of a bee
Personification: It gives human qualities
to non-living things or ideas.
Ex. My little horse must think it queer.
Apostrophe
This figure of speech is a step further
from personification. When a personified
object, element of nature or a concept
(like nation, motherland) is directly
addressed to it is 'Apostrophe’.
Ex. O moon
Give me a basketful of moonlight
Captain O Caption
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11. Simile: Simile is a comparison between
two unlike things using the words ‘like’
or ‘as'.

Ex. The milk tasted like pickles.
Types of Poem
There are different types of poems, the
difference between each type is based on the
theme, style, layout, rhyme scheme and
format.

1. Allegory: A poem that can be interpreted
to reveal a hidden meaning, typically a
moral or political one.

2. Ballad: A poem that sounds similar to a
folk tale or legend which has a repeated
refrain.

3. Freeverse: A poem written in unrhymed
style.

Ex. ‘Basketful of Moonlight.’

4. Burlesque: Poetry that treats serious
subject as humour.

5. Elegy: The sad forms are known as elegy.
It express a lament often on the death of
a loved one.

Ex. 'Captain O Captain'!

6. Epic: One of the

technically narrative poem, which tells a

largest poems.

story of mythical warriors and heroes.
7. Epitaph: A commemorative inscription
on atomb or amortuary written to praise
the deceased.
8. Haiku: It is a smallest poem, consisting
of five lines, each phrase.

9. Limerick: A limerick is a poem that is
often silly or whimsical written in five
lines, with an ABBBA rhyme scheme. It
a tells a short humorous story.

10. Lyric: The poem that is an expression of
the thoughts and feelings of the poet.

11. Ode: It is alyric poem, typically onein
the form of an address to a particular
subject, (a bird etc.) written in varied or
irregular meter.

12. Pastora: A poem that depictsrural lifein
a peaceful romantic way.

13. Couplet: Two lines of verse which rhyme
and form a unit alone or as part of the
poem.

14. Epigram: A very short, ironic and witty
poem usually written as a couplet or
guatrain.

Apart from the above types, there are
other types of poems e.g. Cacophony, Conceit,
Imagery, Sonnet and its different forms,
refrain, Tanka, Terza, Dramatic monologue
and blank verse. As an innovative teacher, we
can use poetry teaching as a high quality
resource for language teaching. We can unfold
meanings and shades of the words. It will
help you to create interest among the young
learners. Elements of poetry teaching can be
used as per the need of learners and the
resources.
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Learner Motivation

- Kumbhar Jagdish G.
® 9762275464

NCF 2005 Quotes - All children are naturally motivated to learn and are
capable of learning.

4 N\
'L earner Motivation' isone of the most

important and fundamental aspect of
teaching/learning process. Thisarticle
deals with the nature of motivation its
importance, its types and the ways to

boost motivation among lear ners.
. J

Motivation helps us to achieve our
goal. It is the drive that pushes us to work
hard .It is the energy that gives us the strength
to get up and keep going - even when things
are not going our way. Motivation is an
internal impulse that encourages us to
complete an action. Without motivation, there
IS no action. Learning is an active process
requiring conscious and deliberate effort, so
it needs motivation. It is important to
recognize that motivating
learning is a central
element of good

teaching.

but on the other hand there are some students
who are not ready to do it. They may be shy
or they may not have the desire to work . In
other words we can say that some students
are motivated and others are not motivated.
Motivated students are active. Motivated
students are more excited to learn and
participate. Students who are not motivated
will not learn effectively. They won't retain
information, they won’t participate and some
of them may even become disruptive.

At pre-primary and primary level
students are very much eager and exited to
learn new things at school . But | observed
that at upper primary or secondary stage
they lose their interest. A student may be
unmotivated due to a variety of reasons.
These are some of
reasons that | found in
my classes .

1. Lack of interest in

In our classroom, satislaction e the school or school
we find that there are \,eaf:,a{\of‘ subjects.
some students who are Wo* Relevance 2. Teacher’s teaching
aways ready to work, methods
they do their work 3. Students are
passionately, honestly; distracted by
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external forces.
Lack of essentia skills
Students have difficulty in learning .
Poor academic performance

N

Social, economic background of the
student
8. Some students are shy and introvert
Teaching a class full of motivated
students is enjoyable for a teacher. Some
students are self-motivated, with a natural
love of learning. But even with the students
who do not have this natural drive, a great
teacher can make learning fun and inspire
them to reach their full potential.
Types of motivation
There are two types of motivations -
Intrinsic and Extrinsic motivation.
Motivation, both intrinsic and extrinsic, is a
key factor in the success of students at all
stages of their education, and teachers can
play an important role in providing and
encouraging that motivation in their students.
Dr. Kalam said “Ignited minds of youth is
the greatest resource for the nation.”
The Importance of Motivation:
. Motivation improves persistence and
effort.
. Motivation improves initiative.
. Motivation Improves cognitive
processing skills.
. Motivation Builds friendly relationship
in the class.
overall

. Motivation improves

performance.

. Motivation increases initiation of and
persistence in activities.

. Motivation increases the amount of
efforts.

Some tips to motivate our students

* Know your students.

Teacher must ‘know’ his or her
students. Give them assurance about our
efforts. Appreciate their efforts. Our praise
will boost our students' confidence. Respect
your students. It is very essential in the
classroom, the students must be encouraged.
'‘Good', 'Great!" 'Lovely !'" "You are right "
'Clap for him / her', these are some words
we should use in the class.

* Be Energetic.

An energetic teacher can create the
energy necessary for learning among the
students. Teacher’s enthusiasm is a source
of energy for them. Students shouldn’t feel
any burden of learning.

* Be Creative

Innovative ideas in teaching learning
process help our students to understand the
content. It arouses students' curiosity and it
motivates them to learn. Games, PPTs,
pictures, group work, pair work can be used
for this.

* Get Them Involved

Involvement in different activities in
the class helps them to get the confidence.
Give them some responsibilities like a group
leader, presenter of an activity, subject
monitor etc. Giving students a sense of
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ownership allows them to feel accomplished
and encourages active participation in the
class. Assigning students classroom jobsis a
great way to build a community and to give
students a sense of motivation. Classroom
environment is important.
* Varied learning experience

Teacher should provide varied learning
experiences to the students. Group work,
pairwork, project work, preparing a
wallpaper, different games, using ICT,
anchoring a programme and many more.
Allow them to participate in such activities.
Make them responsible for their work. It can
also be useful to allow students to take turns
leading activities or helping out so that each
of them feels important and valued. Students
with different preferences will each get time,
focused on the things they like best. Doing
so will help students stay engaged and pay
attention.
e Students Place

There should be one place in the class
where we put students own creation, it may
be a poem, a drawing, an essay, group
presentations etc. Students' involvement in
creating learning environment can empower
them to increase their own motivation. Ask
them to perform any activity related with the
topic that they have learnt.
» Positive rather than negative feedback

Always encourage students, and
congratul ate them on their efforts. Sometimes

if needed, make corrections, but without
embarrassing them. Try to boost his
confidence. Encouraging environment always
helps them to remain motivated. Definitely
it does have its own effect on learning
process.

* Competition and rewards

A healthy competition in the classroom
motivates students to work hard . A teacher
must create opportunities for students to
show their knowledge. Children like getting
rewards, and offering our students the chance
to earn them is an excellent source of
motivation.

We as teachers should nurture our
students' curiosity as a motivation to learn.
Let’'s help them to take the responsibility of
their own learning. Students get motivated
when their responsibilities are meaningful
and they have the opportunities to use their
abilities and values. Such motivated learners
tend to engage in more autonomous learning
practices. Ema Ushioda said that “without
motivation there is no autonomy”. It also
helps them to be an autonomous learner. It
is rightly said by the great marathi saint
Dnyaneshwar,

&3T 85T A% St | T ggd1d o &gt =aet
| g 7 Fifsar & | ATIUIRE 37T /|

If such are the interactions in our

classrooms , from one heart to another heart

there will be true learning in our classes.
S
0)59
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